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Period for Reply tl~/n-/«T 
A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 May 2005 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [SI Claim(s) 16-30 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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February 7, 2005 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Re: Method of Playing and Paying Gambling Games 
Application Control Number: 10/045,250 
Examiner: Mr. Benjamin Layno, Art Unit #3712 

Dear Examiner Layno: 

In response to the last office action, a copy of which is attached, Applicant respectfully 
submits the following new claims #16 - #35, which should now be allowable, and an 
amendment referencing additional drawings, also supplied herewith. If necessary, 
Applicant requests Examiner's help writing claims under Section 707.070) of the Manual 
of Patent Examining Procedure, since I am a pro se applicant. 

The amended claims are different as follows: 

Applicant's claims had omitted essential steps. Now they are clearly distinguished from 
the prior art including the Miller patent (US PN 6,450,500) and Vancura patent (US PN 
5,673,917), and all rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102, 103 and 1 12 are overcome. 

Both Miller and Vancura require a side bet to participate in their blackjack payoffs. Side 
bets were critical elements of both patents. Their means to provide greater blackjack 
payoffs was to simply pay for it. 

Miller's payouts were further conditioned upon not only a side bet, but then activating 
said side bet. Vancura's payouts are always conditioned upon a side bet and often upon 
the number of cards used, as well. 

• Applicant's invention does not require nor offer a side bet. This invention establishes a 
new and unanticipated way to participate in a blackjack game offering payoffs depending 
on point score. Applicant's new claims do not allow paying cash for the right to play the 
new blackjack game, nor do they claim as to the number of cards used in comprising 
player point scores. Finally the new claims do not differentiate between soft and hard 
point totals for payoffs. 

Thus Applicant's game as claimed is significantly different from Miller, Vancura or both 
combined even if theirs is played electronically. 



Additionally, the new claims point directly to material in the specification so that o; 
skilled in the art can clearly make and/or use the invention. 



Please accept the revised claims, amendment A and drawings attached. 

Note I am also filing Form PTO/SB/61 due to unavoidable delay, since I did not receive 
the last office action by mail or email. (Examiner faxed to Applicant on 1/19/05.) In any 
case please consider this authorization to contact Applicant by email concerning this 
application at wtaylor@vistagaming.com, which should replace any previous email 
address supplied. 

Very respectfully, 



William Arthur Taylor 
Applicant Pro Se 

1326 Aspen Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

Tel: (303)670-2842 

Fax: (303)670-2842 

Eml: wtaylor@vistagaming.com 





What is claimed is: • 



Claims 1 to 15, cancel and substitute new Claims 16 to 30, as follows: 
x 1 6. A method for playing a gambling device game comprising the steps of: 

providing a gambling device comprising coin acceptance, computer controls and 
game play means interconnected to a power supply; 

inserting coins, currency or coupons to activate said gambling device; 

playing a base video slot machine game having a first paytable; 

activating a subsequent blackjack game by achieving one or more predetermined 
symbols in said base video slot machine game; 

paying the player according to one or more paytables if a given result is achieved 
on said gambling device. 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein playing said base video slot machine 
game is a form of draw poker. 

18. The method of claim 16 wherein said symbols in said base video slot 
machine game represent playing cards. 



19. The method of claim 16 wherein said paytables include at least one 
blackjack paytabie. 

20. The method of claim 1 9 wherein blackjack players beating the dealer are 
paid according to their point score. 

i 

21 . The method of claim 20 wherein the player is paid a greater amount for 
beating the dealer with a lower point score than with a higher point score. 

22. The method of claim 20 wherein the player is paid a different amount for 
beating the dealer with each different possible point score. 

23. The method of claim 20 wherein said blackjack paytabie includes paying a 
prize for not beating the dealer. 



24. A method for playing a gambling device game comprising the steps of: 

providing a gambling device comprising coin acceptance, computer controls and 
game play means interconnected to a power supply; 

inserting coins, currency or coupons to activate said gambling device; 
* qualifying for the right to play a blackjack game by achieving one or more 
predetermined events in said gambling device; 

activating a blackjack game; 

paying the player according to a paytable if a given result is achieved on said 
blackjack game. 

25. The method of claim 24 wherein qualifying is made by first reaching pre- 
determined events in another game. 

26. The method of claim 24 wherein the player is paid according to their point 

score. 

27. The method of claim 26 wherein the player is paid a greater amount for 
winning with a lower point score than with a higher point score. 

28. The method of claim 26 wherein the player is paid different amounts for 
winning with each different possible point score. 



29. The method of claim 26 wherein said paytable includes paying a prize on a 
losing hand. 

30. A method for playing a video gambling device comprising the steps of: 

i providing a gambling device comprising computer controls, currency handling 
equipment and a video display; 

activating said gambling device by committing a bet; 

qualifying for the right to play a blackjack game; 

activating a blackjack game that pays the player according to a paytable; 

paying the player according to said paytable if a predetermined result is achieved 
on said blackjack game. 

3 1 . (new) A method of claim 30 wherein said qualifying for the right to play 
a blackjack game is made by achieving a predetermined event in a first portion of said 
video gambling device. 

32. (new) A method of claim 30 wherein said paytable includes a schedule of 
paying events and awards that are a multiple of the bet. 

33. (new) The method of claim 32 wherein said awards are greater for 
winning with a lower point score than with a higher point score. 



34. (new) The method of claim 32 wherein the paytable includes paying a 
prize on a losing hand. 

35. (new) The improvement of claim 32 wherein if the total numerical point 
value of the player's cards exceeds a total numerical point value of twenty for the dealer's 
xards, the player receives a twenty-five to one payout on the original wager. 



